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TRIBUTE TO PATRICK E.

SCHEUERMANN
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I am re-

minded each time I look to the sky of
the reach Americans have made to the
heavens. I am extremely proud that
every manned spaceflight since the
Apollo program has been powered by
engines tested at a facility in my home
State of Mississippi, the John C. Sten-
nis Space Center. There, a dedicated
group of professionals labors largely
unheralded to ensure the performance
and safety of the engines that propel
our astronauts into space. Although I
have known many of these outstanding
Mississippians in my years in Congress,
I only recently had the opportunity to
work closely with one of these profes-
sionals. The leadership at NASA de-
cided to offer a legislative fellowship to
Congress to one of NASA Stennis’ ris-
ing stars, Mr. Patrick Scheuermann.

Patrick arrived on Capitol Hill in
January, 1999, at the beginning of a
very busy opening session of the 106th
Congress. Although many thought
other proceedings that opened the
106th would supercede a legislative
agenda, the Senate professional and
personal staffs ensured that, in the
background, the business of Congress
stayed in motion. Patrick cut his teeth
in the difficult staff preparations for
the legislative cycle that would take
place around the issues that dominated
the Senate floor. An effort was under-
way at NASA to reinvigorate manned
space flight and to reduce the cost of
getting to space. Patrick was assigned
to research and report on these initia-
tives and to keep my legislative staff
briefed on their status through the Au-
thorization and Appropriations proc-
ess.

Patrick approached his assignment
with the interest of someone who not
only enjoys what he does, but with the
infectious enthusiasm that brings oth-
ers onboard as well. My staff quickly
became knowledgeable of the many
NASA programs that together form our
Nation’s efforts to reach space. I found
more and more space related meetings
on the calendar. As the Session pro-
gressed, the Senate led the charge to
complete the first NASA Authorization
Bill in many years. One hundred mil-
lion dollars was added to the NASA
budget to develop third generation re-
usable launch vehicle technology, a
program known as Spaceliner 100. Pat-
rick’s ability to explain the facets of
NASA’s programs to legislative staffers
and his vigilance as changes developed
ensured the ultimate success of these
endeavors. His detailed understanding
of Stennis Space Center’s capabilities
and assets also proved to be of great
value in assessing the facility’s poten-
tial for commercial activities.

Patrick has a long history with the
Space Program. After earning his
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical En-
gineering from the University of New
Orleans, he made his first foray into
the world of Rocket Science as a con-
tract test engineer, testing Space

Shuttle Main Engines at the Stennis
Space Center. This brought him across
the ‘‘Great Divide’’ that is the Pearl
River and firmly onto Mississippi soil
where the NASA hierarchy recognized
and recruited the talented young engi-
neer. Although our neighbors across
the Pearl claim Patrick as a native
son, Mississippians have adopted him
for his hard work and strength of char-
acter. He also made the grade through
his success in attracting one of Greater
Picayune’s finest, Miss Sarah Melissa
Lee to be his bride. Together they have
added to Mississippi’s fame through
their beautiful children, Chandler and
Christina. Although I am sorry to lose
the talent and expertise that Patrick
brought to my staff, I am pleased that
his return to the Stennis Space Center
foretells many more years of innova-
tion and success at this vital national
treasure.

f

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER JOHN DIMENTO, U.S.
NAVY
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I take this

opportunity to recognize and say fare-
well to an outstanding Naval Officer,
Lieutenant Commander John Di
Mento, upon his departure from my
staff. Lieutenant Commander Di Mento
was selected as a Navy Fellow to work
in my office because of his professional
reputation and his knowledge of the
Navy Oceanography program and the
military presence in my home state.
Not a Mississippian by birth, he earned
the respect of Mississippians during his
long service in the state from 1990
through 1996, and through his impres-
sive display of good judgement when he
married the former Chenaey Bourgeois
of Bay Saint Louis. Together they have
added to Mississippi’s fame through
their beautiful daughter, Colby.

Lieutenant Commander Di Mento en-
tered the United States Naval Acad-
emy in 1983 and was commissioned as
an Ensign upon graduation in 1987. He
earned a Master’s Degree in Oceanog-
raphy and began his career as a Naval
Oceanographer as the Executive Officer
of Oceanographic Unit Three, sur-
veying over 100,000 miles of the ocean
floor in a year deployed. He returned
from sea and reported to the Naval
Oceanographic Office in Bay Saint
Louis, Mississippi. He worked exten-
sively in ocean modeling and remote
sensing, and flew aerial oceanographic
surveys with Oceanographic Develop-
ment Squadron Eight, in the process
earning his Naval Aviation Observer
wings. Later assigned as Oceanog-
rapher on USS Kearsarge, Lieutenant
Commander Di Mento qualified as a
Surface Warfare Officer. He was com-
mended for his performance during Op-
eration Noble Obelisk, where he was re-
sponsible for the processing, care, and
movement of over 2,500 refugees res-
cued by Kearsarge from the civil war in
Sierra Leone from embarkation
through debarkation.

Ashore, Lieutenant Commander Di
Mento served briefly on the staff of the

Oceanographer of the Navy at the U.S.
Naval Observatory. He later served two
years as Flag Aide and Executive As-
sistant for Rear Admiral Paul Gaffney,
II, Commander, Naval Meteorology and
Oceanography Command following a
year as Flag Aide to his predecessor,
Rear Admiral John Chubb. His only
other tour ashore found him navigating
the sometimes treacherous waters here
on Capitol Hill.

Lieutenant Commander Di Mento
quickly became a valued member of my
staff where he led several legislative
initiatives that enormously benefitted
the Department of Defense, the Navy,
and the State of Mississippi. He pro-
vided a great deal of research and anal-
ysis while the Senate initiated broad
reform of military pay and benefits.
His work led to the most significant
piece of legislation for service members
since 1981. The leadership, integrity,
and limitless energy that defined his
naval career served him well in his
term as a Legislative Fellow.

Lieutenant Commander Di Mento’s
many awards and decorations include
the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy
Commendation Medal, Navy Achieve-
ment Medal, and various unit and serv-
ice awards. Lieutenant Commander Di
Mento will be missed on the staff, but
his return to the Naval Service is a
benefit to our great Nation. He has
great things ahead of him. On behalf of
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, I wish Lieutenant Commander Di
Mento, ‘‘Fair Winds and Following
Seas.’’

f

JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH AD-
DRESS AT THE LYNDON BAINES
JOHNSON LIBRARY

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, last
spring I joined my colleagues in hon-
oring President Lyndon Baines John-
son when we hung a portrait of our
former president on the one blank wall
left in the President’s Room in our na-
tion’s capitol. As I noted at that time,
I could think of no other president or
American who was as deserving of this
honor as LBJ.

As the Senate Majority Leader and
President, LBJ was a man of immense
skill, dedication and compassion. He is
remembered by most Americans as a
great leader whose strength of person-
ality helped him preside over an ex-
tremely productive Senate that ex-
panded Social Security, created the
Interstate Highway system, and passed
one of the most important civil rights
laws of the 20th Century. Less well
known, however, is LBJ’s tremendous
ability to compromise. He truly be-
lieved in the message of his favorite
Bible verse: ‘‘Come, let us reason to-
gether.’’ Our nation and our govern-
ment needs more men and women who
share this powerful belief.

Today, I want to bring to the atten-
tion of my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans another aspect of LBJ’s legacy
that too often has been overlooked—his
work to bring justice to disen-
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